Theme:
 Integrity
Words for Gathering/Chalice Lighting
What is integrity?  Integrity comprises the personal inner sense of wholeness, deriving from honesty and consistent uprightness of character.  Another definition is adherence to a code of values, utter sincerity, honesty and candor, completeness, trustworthiness.  Integrity is 1. knowing the difference between right and wrong 2. acting on knowledge of that difference 3. an open and public commitment to acting on that difference.

Chalice Lighting As we prepare to create and enter a sacred space, let us take a moment to sit in silence.

Check-in/Sharing 

Theme for Reflection

“Your sacred space is where you can find yourself again and again.”  Joseph Campbell

“Moral cowardice that keeps us from speaking our minds is as dangerous to this country as irresponsible talk.  The right way is not always the popular and easy way.  Standing for right when it is unpopular is a true test of moral character.”  Margaret Chase Smith

“To go against the dominant thinking your friends, of most the people you see every day, is perhaps the most difficult act of heroism you can perform.”  Theodore H. White

“It is one thing to decry the rat race….that is the good and honorable work of moralists.  It is quite another thing to quit the rat race; to drop out, to refuse to run any further—that is the work of the individualist.  It is offensive because it is impolite; this makes the rebuke personal; the individualist calls not his or her behavior into question, but mine.”  Paul Gruchow

“Men of integrity by their very existence rekindle the belief that as a people we can live above the level of moral squalor.  We need that belief; a cynical community is a corrupt community.”  John W. Gardner

“You are in integrity when the life you are living on the outside matches who you are on the inside.”  Alan Cohen

Questions

· Have you ever taken a stand that was unpopular and had to pay the price for it?  What did you do?

· Do you know people who walk their talk?  What do you think of them?

· How do you want to be remembered after you die?

Likes and Wishes

Words for Parting/Extinguishing Chalice

“If a man does not keep pace with his companions, perhaps it is because he hears a different drummer.  Let him step to the music which he hears, however measured or far away.”  Henry David Thoreau

Housekeeping

