UUFP SGM Session. Theme:  Is Your Group Too Polite?

Words for Gathering / Chalice Lighting

I do not wish to treat friendships daintily, but with roughest courage. When they are real, they are not glass threads or frost-work, but the solidest thing we know.



- Ralph Waldo Emerson

I don’t need a friend who changes when I change and who nods when I nod; my shadow does that much better.




- Plutarch
Moment of Silence

Checkin
How it is with you today? What has been on your mind lately?

Groups Checkin

Has your group been meeting? How has it gone? Do you have any concerns or questions?
Theme for Reflection
See the article, “Is Your Group Too Polite? The Balance Between Safety and Risk” by Mellen Kennedy, published in the Fall 2004 issue of the SGM Quarterly, and available online at http://www.smallgroupministry.net/members/toopolite_SGMQ1004.pdf
Questions
· Do you agree that too much politeness can be a problem?

· Do the people in your group speak from their hearts and share their deep thoughts and emotions? Or do they play it safe?
· Have the session reflections and questions encouraged deep sharing? If not, how can they be improved? Do you change the sessions before using them with your group?

· How have you modeled authenticity and openness with your group?

Likes & Wishes

What went well, and what could you wish for improving, in today’s session?
Closing Words/Extinguishing Chalice

This above all: to thine own self be true,

And it must follow, as the night to the day,

Thou canst not then be false to any man.




- William Shakespeare
Housekeeping
