UUFP SGM Facilitators’ Session. Theme:  First Contact

Words for Gathering / Chalice Lighting

I know now that the world is not filled with strangers. It is full of other people – merely waiting to be spoken to. 





- Beth Day
Moment of Silence

Checkin: How it is with you today? What has been on your mind lately?

Groups Checkin: Has your group been meeting? How has it gone? Do you have any concerns or questions?
Theme for Reflection
When my congregation first launched its small group ministry I started a practice that has served me well. I got together for coffee with each person interested in joining my group. Why? Half the people joining the group I had known for years but knew little about. The rest had come out of no where and were strangers. I thought it would be easier for them to become integrated as a group if I knew them as individuals. That one cup of coffee made a huge difference. It helps newcomers feel comfortable with me as the leader, I answer questions on issues they didn’t quite get about the groups, and offer a brief orientation. Later this served to spare existing groups from repeated orientations. When people arrive at the group they have had their questions answered, know at least one other person (me) and are ready to go. Sometimes I even give them some of the previous sessions to look over.

- Excerpted from the article, “Small Tasks, Big Ministry” by Peter Freedman Bowden, published in the Winter 2005 issue of the SGM Quarterly, and available online at http://www.smallgroupministry.net/members/smalltasks_SGMQWinter05.pdf
Questions
· How did you make contact with the new members of your group as you began?
· How do you plan to orient new people who sign up to join your group after the beginning?

· Were you in a group last year as either a facilitator or member? If so, how did your introduction to that group go? How could it have been improved?
· If this orientation sounds like too much time or work, is it a task that could be shared with other group members?

Likes & Wishes: What went well, and what could you wish for improving, in today’s session?
Closing Words/Extinguishing Chalice

May the sun warm you and mists cool you.
May the light glow for you and the darkness cherish you.

May you be safe at every step until you return.

May you carry this blessing in your hearts with love.




- Orlando Brugnola
Housekeeping
