UUFP SGM Facilitators’ Session. Theme:  How We Communicate

Words for Gathering / Chalice Lighting

[There is a] tradeoff that comes with convenient technology. The phone makes it too easy not to write letters; e-mail keeps us from hearing or touching the person with whom we communicate. Every step forward has its potential step back. The point is not that we should avoid progress and embrace the Luddites as our brethren, so much as that we need to pay attention to what we lose with every innovation, and find a balance between the two.




- Vanessa Rush Southern

Moment of Silence

Checkin: 
How it is with you today? What has been on your mind lately?

Groups Checkin: 
Has your group been meeting? How has it gone? Do you have any concerns or questions?
Theme for Reflection
Email is easy and safe and generally time efficient. The phone is more personal. For these reasons I intentionally try to use the phone with members of my group. Think about who calls you at home. Especially now that we have the “do not call list”. Generally it is friends, colleagues, family – people we are connected to. The act of calling a person at home and maybe even talking to them in person increases the sense of caring and connection.
- Excerpted from the article, “Small Tasks, Big Ministry” by Peter Freedman Bowden, published in the Winter 2005 issue of the SGM Quarterly, and available online at http://www.smallgroupministry.net/members/smalltasks_SGMQWinter05.pdf
Questions
· What do you think about Peter Bowden’s assertion that the phone is better for communication about groups?

· Do you use email for “group business?” 
· What would happen if you phoned instead? 
· If you are resistant to that idea, why? 
· Are there other ways that you can make personal connections with the people in your group?

Likes & Wishes: 
What went well, and what could you wish for improving, in today’s session?
Closing Words/Extinguishing Chalice

That which is worthy of doing, let us create with our hands.
That which is worthy of repeating, let us speak with a clear voice.

That which is worthy of remembering, let us hold in our hearts.

And that which is worthy of living, let us go and live it now




- Steve J. Crump
Housekeeping
