UUFP SGM Facilitators’ Session. Theme:  The “Are You Alive?” Call

Words for Gathering / Chalice Lighting

I know now that the world is not filled with strangers. It is full of other people – merely waiting to be spoken to. 




- Beth Day
Moment of Silence

Checkin: 
How it is with you today? What has been on your mind lately?

Groups Checkin: 
Has your group been meeting? How has it gone? Do you have any concerns or questions?
Theme for Reflection
Though I admit I’ve failed to do this on occasion, I always try to contact a person who misses a session the same night. With cell phones, I’m getting better at making these calls. I even let everyone in the group know that someone from the group – it doesn’t have to be me – is going to call them if they miss a session to make sure they are okay. Imagine missing a group meeting because you were hit by a car and no one called! This shows that we care, reduces the likelihood people will skip a session “just because” and increases the ability of group members to respond to real ministry needs.  
- Excerpted from the article, “Small Tasks, Big Ministry” by Peter Freedman Bowden, published in the Winter 2005 issue of the SGM Quarterly, and available online at http://www.smallgroupministry.net/members/smalltasks_SGMQWinter05.pdf
Questions
· What do you do when someone misses a group? 
· What does this behavior communicate?

· How is the attendance in your group?

· Do people let you know ahead of time if they will miss a session?

· Have you had occasions when others reached out to you with caring? Or occasions when it felt bad that no one noticed you were missing?

Likes & Wishes: 
What went well, and what could you wish for improving, in today’s session?
Closing Words/Extinguishing Chalice

May you have warm words on a cold evening,
A full moon on a dark night,

And a smooth road all the way to your door.
Housekeeping
