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The Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of Poughkeepsie is a community that values diversity,

peace, democracy and the interdependent web of all existence. The Fellowship nurtures and
challenges its members in their religious journeys, and advocates for social justice in the larger
community. We are engaged in worship, study, public service, fellowship and social action. We

invite your attendance and participation.

4 YNay Sunday Services

YNay 3 “The Time Approaches”

IMPORTANT!!! Rev. Kay

TOWN
MEETING YNay 10  Mother’'sDay Concert

There will be a very
important Town Meeting i . »
after service on Sunday, ‘YU“U 17 I W'AJ“/I Knew ‘HO‘W

May 31, to discuss the
budget to be presented
to the congregation at

the annual Corporate muu 24 “R@WL&WLI)@V I loveYow”

Meeting on June 14.

Please plan to attend as
this is critical to the R@v.Kay

future of our

Fellowship. muu ;1 “LWWWIH P »
Peggy Clarke

Rev. Kay
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Unitarian Universalist District of
Metropolitan New York

Highlights of the
April Board Meeting

Ministerial search: The Board agreed on an
application process to form the Search
Committee. Ron Kamen as chair of the
Nominating Committee, another member of the
Nominating Committee, and Karen Lovequist as a
Board representative, will review the applications
and select the members of the Search Committee.
As of April 16, only two applicants have come
forward.

We have applied to the District for an Interim
Minister. We are preparing the packets to send to
the individuals who are referred to us.

The Lifespan Religious Education Committee is
seeking a chair.

The Metro District Annual meeting is in Jersey
City, Friday and Saturday May 1-2. Peggy and
Judith may attend.

The annual Corporate Meeting will take place on
Sunday, June 14 following the service. We have a
tentative agenda in place. There are a number of
Bylaw revisions that will be voted on, in addition
to elected officers.

We will have a farewell celebration for Kay on
Sunday, June 7 following the service.

We are developing a series of Covenants for each
leadership position within the Fellowship. These
include a description of duties as well as the
qualities desirable in anyone filling those
positions. The expectation is that this will aid in
leadership development.

Submitted by Pat Lamanna, Corporate Clerk




Barbara and Mel Tiger

Barbara and Mel joined the Fellowship in 1957. In those early days the group met at the
Bowne Memorial Hospital (now the site of Dutchess Community College). Barbara, originally
from Winchester, Massachusetts, and Mel, born and raised in Poughkeepsie, met as students
in Boston. They both participated in the Gan
Arlington Street Church, whose minister, the Rev. Dana McLean Greeley, later was president
of the Unitarian Universalist Association.

After their marriage, the Tigers settled in Poughkeepsie, where Barbara worked as a nurse at
St. Francis Hospital for two years and Mel was employed as an engineer by Shaker, Travis
and Quinn. Barbara Ar et i-rWeddy, Cynbheapand Lieighiton 1 artivied. d

Par ent hood opened up new worlds; fAour chil dren

The Tigers made many contributions to the exp
skills were called upon when the congregation purchased the current property and built the
inewd wing in the 1960s. For many years Mel
Committee. Barbara served on the Board of Trustees and was a stalwart of the Hospitality
Committee for twenty years. She was also active in religious education, helping to run the
nursery and teaching kindergarten (with the assistance of the teenaged Amy Strom). Barbara
recall s that n&ceheldrgnonntleose daya.dBarBara also served as a member of
the search committee when the UUFP called the Rev. Kay Greenleaf.

Theol ogical issues drew the Tigers to Unitari
could not accept the Apostlesd Creed as prese
value the Fellowship and Unitarian Universalism as a framework that encourages the freedom
to explore many points of view.

The Tigers exemplify fAPay it FR010anauvaduyudgettameaign.h
For over 50 years they have quietly and faithfully donated their material resources, time and
talents to the Fellowship. They are models for all of us as we commit ourselves to the next
phase of the Fell owshipds growth.
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The Prez Sayz,

Hi Everybody,

We are getting to the end of our program and fiscal year, so | want to give you an update on some items.
Last September, your Board drew up some goals for itself and the Fellowship over this past year. How are
we doing? Well, 108l try to briefly |l et you know:

Goal #1: That the UUFP operate as an efficient, professional organization, on all levels. This covers not
only our paid staff, but also our volunteers, including committee chairs, committee members, teachers,
etc.

How are we doing? We are almost done drawing up covenants for our volunteer leaders (Trustees,
Officers, Committee Chairs), and we have job descriptions in place for our paid staff (DRE, Secretary,
Custodian). The volunteer covenants will give our volunteers a better idea of what is expected of them
before they sign on to the position! And they will provide a framework for their tasks so that we can
seamlessly transition as people change positions. We have also established some important policies,
such as a comprehensive Safe Congregation Policy that covers all aspects of our Fellowship. All of these
are available on our web site, www.uupok.org. We still have work to do, but we have a good start.

Goal #2: Enhance member pride, connectedness, and engagement. Increase morale.

How are we doing? Our Membership Committee, under the hard-working leadership of Tom Hackett and
Ellen Waggoner, has implemented a number of new programs, including Greeter/Usher training to make
us more welcoming, and the new Neighborhood Groups to give us a chance to get to know each other
better outside of our Fellowship.

Goal #3: Responsible fiscal management and effective fundraising.

How are we doing? We are in the process of implementing some simple new sources of revenue. For
example, very shortly, there will be a link on our Web site to Amazon.com. If you go through this link to
buy anything from Amazon, the Fellowship will automatically get up to 15% of the sale! Many of us use
Amazon, so this is a painless way for the Fellowship to reap some of the bengefit.

But, overall, | have to say that | am disappointed here. We can do a much better job in this area, but it
takes all of us. More on this later.

Goal #4: Increased member involvement/presence in the community.

How are we doing? As many of you know, thanks to Judith Knauss, we are now preparing, delivering, and
serving meals once a month at the homeless shelter. We also now donate half of our Sunday Collection to
local causes, and, thanks to the wonderful work of Patti Tessler, we are letting the community know what

we are doing.

(continued on the next page)
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(the Prez Sayz continued)

Overall, we are doing all right, but we are still not where we should be as a UU Fellowship.
Obviously, we are in transition, and in difficult economic times, but that should underscore how
important it is for us to pull together. The future of our Fellowship is in our hands!! Things are
changing and now is the time to influence that change. And all of us have a responsibility. How?
Here are some ways:

We have embarked on the search for a new called minister. This is the most important task we can
do to ensure the continuing success and growth of our Fellowship. But it takes commitment and it
takes money. We are trying to form a Search Committee to find the best possible minister we can.
And, in the interests of giving all of you a voice, everybody is eligible to serve. We have made
applications available in the office and on the web, we have publicized this in the Newsletter and
the Blast, and the response has been extremely disappointing. This is your Fellowship! This is
your chance to do the most important task

1. possible to influence its future success!
And, related to this, | am disappointed with the (admittedly early) results of our Annual Budget
Drive. As we have discussed, these are difficult economic times. But, we are at a point where the
future of the Fellowship is at a critical point. Your financial contribution is more important than
ever because it is an investment in our future! Some people cannot give more i or even the same,
and that is understandable. But others ofuscani but donét . Perhaps you
way things have been. Perhaps you are happy, wenet

no UUFP. The Stewardship Committee has been reaching out to everybody they can, but we can
also help. I f you know people who have left, |et
reason, they have the opportunity to come back and influence the future of the UUFP. If you are
unhappy, now is the time to make a difference i | would be more than happy to understand what

is holding you back i contact me at rbcookl@optonline.net, 845-462-7262, or

845-489-7497.

Now is the time!!!
In Fellowship,

Bryan

MINISTERIAL SEARCH COMMITTEE

Applications to serve on the Ministerial Search Committee to select
our next called Minister are still available! There is no more
important task you can do for your Fellowship than help select our
next Minister. You may pick up an application in the office, or
download one from www.uupok.com. The UUFP needs you!
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The Children Are Our
FUUture

Jane Podell, Director of Religious Education

Teacher Development Workshop:
not just for teachers

Sunday, June 7
Noon i 3 p.m.
Assembly Room
Lunch and Childcare will be provided

Although the program on Sunday, May 17" is
called ATeacher Developm
not just for teachers. Intern minister Peggy
Clarke and | will introduce the newest UUA
Lifespan Curricula, Tapestry of Faith. This
workshop will be of interest not only to teachers,
parents of R.E. children and youth, but to

anyone interested in Adult R.E. as well.

Tapestry of Faith is the latest in a series of
programs and resources for all ages that nurture
Unitarian Universalist identity, spiritual growth,

a transforming faith, and vital communities of
justice and love. The UUA is developing these
resources out of a broad series of conversations
and denomination-wide focus groups that
articulated a future direction for Unitarian
Universalist religious growth and learning, a
shift away from fAreligio
towards fAfaith devel opme

The future of our liberal religious tradition
depends on retaining our children and youth as
lifelong Unitarian Universalists. This occurs
when they are fully included in the practices of a
multigenerational community of faith. | hope
you will come to our Teacher Development
workshop and learn more about this exciting
new lifespan curriculum and how a
multigenerational perspective on faith
development can make this happen.

Congratulations to the OWL Class of 2009

The Middle School youth will be wrapping up their OWL
classes at the final sleepover on Saturday May 2nd into
Sunday May 3rd.

The OWL Sleepover Schedule

May 2nd

6p.m.to 7 p.m.
Arrive and have some pizza and free social time

7 p.m.to 10 p.m.
OWL class facilitated by Patti Tessler and Craig Altmann

10 p.m. to 11 p.m.
Bonfire/Shamanic Circle led by Jim Woods
Followed by s'mores

11 p.m. Lights out

Sunday, May 3rd

8a.m.to9am
Breakfast/ pack up

9 a.m.to noon
OWL class facilitated by Patti Tessler and Craig Altmann

OWL program completed!
Congratulations to:

Kamen Beck
Merrylea Bullock
Nick Chieffo
Ben Findeis
Chad Halson
Schuyler Kempton
A.J. Knickerbocker
Caleb Lang
Josh Venezia Kamen
Eleni Katavalos 6
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UUFP Policies o e
Report from the
The Board of Trustees recently approved a Safe Stewardship Committee:
Congregation Policy, which comprises a set of .
|
Policies designed to enhace all aspects of the safety :'E Pay it Forward! =
of our Members, Visitors, Children, and our ;.: Many thanks to all members and :.;:
Building. These policies include: :a .a y thanks fo all me .e sa'
friends who have made financial
Safe C tion Poli commitments to support our 2009-
* ate Longregation Folicy () 2010. A festive party kicked off the
e General Conduct Policy (new) : March 29-
e Policy Regarding Disruptive Behavior campaigh on grc » many
(revised) »; members and friends made
[ ) . .
e Policy on Child Supervision (new) # commitments at that event. Since o
e Policy on Conduct with Children (new) % then Visiting Stewards have made i
e Fire Safety Policy (revised) # personal visits to others. Our total, as
of April 24 is $70,000 from 45 giving
These, and all other policies are available at units. Thank you everyone! We still
http://www.uupok.org/Policies.html have a ways to go, so if you are still
& considering your commitment please
:,; return it to the UUFP Office or your o
RN . =
Greetings from the Finance :; Visiting Steward as soon as possible! 2
Committee Thanks to all who contributed to the
success of the March 29 party,
We have completed two-thirds of our fiscal year and have ESBEEIEY e MU slelEre: LO,St NG
. Woods (Cathy Augello, Beatrix Clarke,
collected approximately half of our pledges. Please
remember to honor your pledge| :.a Henry Pepperman, and Bob Short) and
. . L # Raggedy Crew (Pat Lamanna, Amy a
including our ministerial and support staff. Your = =
oo . . ] & Strom and Tom Walker), and the three &
contribution keeps the lights on in our house and theirs! =
speakers: Bryan Cook, Jane Podell,
In Fellowship, and Amy Strom. For food and kitchen
help we send special thanks to Kathy
Chris Boone and Clue Engel, and hope we
# havenot Il eft anyone
Budget Total $124,064 :,; o
;.: A very special thank you to the :".
Pledge Budget $106,500 3 Visiting Stewards, who were ably
. trained at an orientation session on
Pledges Received 52,297
g ¢ March 21 by Peggy Clarke:
% of Pledges Received 49%
Kathy Boone
:.a Chris Brown
# Barbara Corona o
Anyone out there with experience in finance or ¥ Nick Garin g
bookkeeping? # June Gillespie
Paula Greenspan
The finance committee is looking for people to help with Tom Hackett
our finance procedures. Anyone with knowledge - or Paul Hirsch
even ajust an interest i in finance management please # Judith Knauss
contact Chris Brown. We need your help! :: :,,
:aﬂ'ﬂ'ﬂ'ﬂ'ﬂ'ﬂ'ﬂ'ﬂ'ﬂ'ﬂ'ﬂ'ﬂ-ﬂ'ﬂ'ﬂ'ﬂ'ﬂ'ﬂ'ﬂ'ﬂ'ﬂ'ﬂ'ﬂ'ﬂ'ﬂ‘g
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2009 COFFEE HOUR HOSTING -
HOW IT WORKS:

"Volunteer" host teams provide UUFP Sunday Coffee Hours.
Our Coffee Hour Procedure is so easy, UU's can do it!

HO = A team of your pledge unit + 1-2 other pledge units

WHEN = An assigned Sunday. Most members help host 1
Sunday/year.

COST - UUFP provides coffee. Hosts provide coffee hour
goodies.

NEXT STEPS = IF your name is on the Hosting . ..

1 = Get a copy of Coffee Hour Procedure (on refrigerator door).

2 = Contact other Hosts for your assigned date, to confirm
they will participate, using UUFP Directory information.

3 = If your hosting team needs more help, contact others
(UU friends, new members, or others who have put
their names on the Coffee Hour Helper List, in the
red notebook (on the lobby sign-up table).

4 = With enough lead time, your group can agree to
TRADE Sundays with another Host group. IF all hosts
agree to the trade, please update the Coffee Hosting
Schedule in the red notebook on lobby sign-up table and
notify Kathy Boone, to ensure next newsletter info is
correct.

5 = Please follow UUFP Coffee Hour Procedure, to
plan, prepare, and host a happy coffee hour!

6 = CLEAN UP, EXHALE, THANKS!!

7 = PLEASE add your name to UUFP Coffee Hour Helper List,
if you're willing to help future Host teams in need.

Mayune
Is your name on the
COFFEE HOUR HOST LI

May 3 Coffee Hour Hosts
Tom Hackett

Ellen Haggerty

Eleanor Harmantas

May 10 Coffee Hour Hosts
Nick and Gayle Garin
Maureen Bomersbach

May 17 Coffee Hour Hosts
Rita Banner and Pat Sweeting
Kevin Barnes and Sus Sciacca

May 24 Coffee Hour Hosts
Maureen Beck

Laura Bracken

Paula Greenspan

May 31 Coffee Hour Hosts
Kathy Boone
Cornelia Smith

Ethel Potts

June 7 - Joyce Marra, Richard Mattocks,
Margie Watters

June 14 - Chad and Skip Patterson, Chris
Brown, Karen Thomas

June 21 - Mary Summerlin, Rich and Thalia
Sudnik

June 28 - Kathy Boone, Judith Knauss, Jim
Mearns

Please do your part to provide our
Fellowship wit h the Coffee Hour that
we enjoy so much




AU U ction
Comingto Uu!

During Uniplayers (May 30”‘) , weobre gc¢
have both a live and silent auction.

If you can donate something, contact Peggy
Clarke (pclarke@uuma.org) who 61 |
accept your generosity.

Wondering What You Can Offer?
Consider donating something like:

A dinner for four at your house

A CD of music from the year the buyer
was born

Scrabble night

An afternoon of bird watching

Two tickets to Clearwater

A homemade birthday cake for the
buyerds next birthda
A 60s party in your backyard

An afternoon helping the recipient plant
a vegetable garden

A yard clean-up (great family offering)
Man with a Chain Saw

An afternoon touring
Help preparing your taxes

An afternoon of mending or hemming
clothes

Spring Events!

Mot her 6s Day

Sunday, May 10
10:30 am

Meals for the Homeless Shelter
Friday, May 22
5:00 pm
Come help prepare a meal for those less
fortunate than us

Spoken Word Café
Saturday, May 23
7:00 pm
Featuring Mihai Grunfeld
Refreshments, Open Mic

Uniplayers
Saturday, May 30
7:00 pm
Featuring our own members
as writers, directors and actors
Silent auction and bump-&-bid
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Keep t he

CAR WASH
Fundraiser

Saturday, June 6th
at the Fellowship

This will be sponsored by the
Fellowship and run by our RE
Teachers and Students.

Building and Grounds
Committee

The Big Backyard Project

Thanks and kudos to the following folks
who helped make The Big Dig a Big
Success!

Roseanne Ashby, Jane Bartik, Kathy .
Boone, Russell Brown, Barbara Corona, U U DlreCtO ry
Nick Garin, Paula Greenspan, Eleanor
Harmantas, Judith Knauss, Justin Lang, The latest version of the UUFP Directory
Jacob Lang, Karen Lovequist, Richard (dated April 6, 2009). is now available on our
Mattocks, Cheryl McFee, Mary Ann website. The direct link is

Osgood, Paul Osgood, Rick Sudnik, http://www.uupok.org/members/doc/Directory

Thalia Sudnick, Dale Sutton, Kathy %20April%206%202009.doc

Walker, Brenden Walker, Karl Volk, Ellen

Wagenner. You can also access it on the main page of
theomembers onlydo sectio

We planted a lot of shrubs, most of them 7

spring flowering, to provide a beautiful

hedge for our backyard. Some of our little
forsythia are already blooming. Thank you
Alll

On May 3rd after Sunday service we will
be showing the Labyrinth movie. Come
and see what labyrinths are all about as
we prepare to create one of our own.

Saturday May 16" 12 noon to 2 PM
is our next work session. Join us as we
prep the backyard for garden planting.

Thursday May 7" at 7:30 is our next
committee meeting.

10
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Save This Date!

Communications
Tune-Up for Adults
and Teens

Saturday, June 6th
10am -1 pm

Free
Open to the public
Unitarian Fellowship of
Poughkeepsie
67 South Randolph Avenue,
Poughkeepsie

Please join us for an informal and
enlightening workshop, co-hosted
by UUFP and the Mediation Center
of Dutchess County.

Learn skills that will help you
communicate more effectively,
especially in difficult situations.

Almost anyone attending can learn
something surprising and valuable,
and maybe even life changing.

Please pre-register, if possible, by
calling 471-7213. We want to have
enough materials on hand for all
attendees.

CORPORATE MEETING

Our annual Corporate Meeting this year will be

held on
June 14, 2009

12 noon, after the service.

This is an extremely important meeting
involving the future of our Fellowship, so

please attend and make yourself heard.
The agenda is as follows:

Opening words
Adoption of Agenda
Adoption of Minutes of Last Corporate
Meeting
Adoption of Budget
Adoption of Revised Bylaws
Election of Ministerial Search Committee
Elections
7.1 President
7.2 Vice-President
7.3 Treasurer
7.4  Trustees (2)
7.5 Leadership Development
Committee (3)
7.6 Endowment Fund Committee (2)
7.7 Delegates to General Assembly
3)

8 Adjournment

11




FAMILY GET-A-WAYS at
MURRAY GROVE

get back to simplicity!

Enjoy a mini-vacation at your Mid-
Atlantic UU retreat center in the
peaceful NJ Pine Barrens, on the
site where Universalism began:
available mid-weeks; comfortable
and affordable; fun: pool (in
season), athletic fields, nature
walks, barbeques, fire circle; near
beaches, boardwalks, Six Flags,
canoeing, restaurants and parks

Support your UU retreat centers!

Check out murraygrove.org;
write us at
murraygrove@murraygrove.org
or call 609-693-5558

Save the dates:

Murray Grovebod
2nd ANNUAL
DRUM AND DANCE RETREAT
Learn to drum and have some fun!
August 14-16

HOMECOMING WEEKEND
September 25, 26, 27

SHAMBALA YOGA CENTER PRESENTS:

PAT LAMANNA AND MELISSA
HOLLAND with special guest James
Krueger in

TWO WOMEN'S
JOURNEYS

Two one-act shows featuring songs and
stories about their spiritual, emotional and
geographical journeys.

Pat's "The Songs We Left Behind" is the
saga of her year-long trip around the world
when she was in her twenties

Melissa's "I'm Not Bitter" will take you on a
"trip" through her relationships and
lessons learned

Saturday, May 9, 2009
8:00 pm

Shambhala Yoga Center
4 South Chestnut Street,
Beacon, NY 12508

Suggested donation: $10
info@shambhalayogactr.com

mhollandmusic@yahoo.com
patla@hvc.rr.com

12
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Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of
Poughkeepsie Social Justice Committee

Social Justice Committee Meeting on
April 5, 2009 was attended by Nick
Garin, Pat Lamanna, Nina Lynch and
Dee Rod.

Next Homeless Meal preparation will be
April 24, 2009. The meal will be tuna
fish and noodle casserole and will be
organized by Judith Knauss.

Plate Collection this month will be
shared with SPCA. The May collection
will be shared with Mental Health
America of Dutchess County.

Reminder was made about the April 18
Health Care for America Now Rally at
3:00 PM at Beulah Baptist Church, 92
Catherine Street and the April 19 Justice
for All Speakers Series on Protecting
Civil Liberties for All for 4:00 PM on
Sunday, April 19 at UUFP. Fliers are in
the lobby.

We agreed that continued sponsorship
of Justice for All is an important
community involvement. Nina will
contact Bryan to request permission for
a specific fund raising for the $500
membership support.

Nina offered to orgal
trade sale for Sunday May 3" after
service. Gifts will be appropriate for

Mot her 6s Day, gradual
occasions.

More information about the Rural
Mi grant Ministryés Wi
will be obtained and shared.

Sunday Collections

The splitting of the Sunday collections has
started. We welcome any suggestions for future
collections. At this pointin time money raised
will be going to the following:

February: Catherine Street Foundation

Mar Grace Smith House
April: ASPCA

May: TBD

June: GLSEN

VYw = = — [
Mini-Fair Trade Gift Fair

May 3

Gifts from SERRV and Equal Exchange

will be available.
‘ —

- -~ 9
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| 21% Annual Beaches
P/ International Jazz Festival
Toronto

- \Yﬂ"’i‘/ July 17-26

BEACHES BED & BREAKFAST
FOR OUT -OF-TOWN UU -ERS

This summer, coinciding with the 21th Annual Beaches International Jazz
Festival, in Toronto, Neighbourhood UU is continuing with a Bed &
Breakfast program for Unitarians to visit our fair city and Neighbourhood at
a favourite time to be here.

Many of our members have offered to rent aroom in their homes to visiting
Unitarians for up to 3 nights between July 17th and July 26th for the
Festival. Check out www.beachesjazz.com and www.beachesbia.com

Visitors will pay a slightly less than market price for friendly UU
accommodation, and in return, the hosting NUUC member will receive a
charitable tax receipt for donating the accommodation proceeds to NUUC.

We will have an "inner circle” of NUUC B & B homes within close walking
distance of the Queen Street activities and an "outer circle” of homes

furt her a field. The dédinner circle" ho
still less than market value) and the "outer circle” homes will be
economically priced for those health and budget conscious UU-ers who
would appreciate a good hike to Queen Street.

For more information please contact Jon Whitehead at 416 691 1397 or
joncwhitehead @hotmail.com

Mayi UU News and
Deadline is April 24

Please send to
banner@sunydutchess.edu

14
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